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Asia & the Pacific

;—, & The 16" Conference
@ of Chief Justices of Final Conference Program

Opening of Conference _
28" LAWASIA Conference Welcome

17.00—-18.30

Host: LawAsia
Where The Hliton Sydney

Conference Day One

08.30~09.15 Conference doors open: Explanation of technology for simultaneaus
interpretation 8.30-5.00 am, general information for all attendees g.00-9.15 am

09.15—09.30  Opening remarks: The Hon R S French AC (Host), The Hon T F Bathurst AC
(Co-host & Chairman of Judicial Section of LawAsia)

SESSION 2: Role of the Chief Justices

09.30 —10.45 Sub topics: Role in maintaining integrity of judicial system. Induction/orientation
program or guidelines for Chief Justices. The impartance of judicial wellbeing (physical &
psychological). Protocols for physically or intellectvally impaired judges.

Chair: Chief Justice Muria

; : Speaker: Chief Justice Dattu Commentator: Chief Justice Hatta Ali
Discussion

10.45-11.15 Morning tea & Formal photo session

SESSION 2: Building Confidence in the Judiciary and Court Process

11.15—12.30 Sub topics: Raising community awareness of the work of courts and how the justice
system works. Building public trust by strengthening media services including use of
social media. Internal reform to strengthen courts’ processes
Chair: Chief Justice Sereno
Speaker: Chief Justice Lebedev ~ Commentator: Chief Justice Terada & Chief
Justice Zakaria
Discussion

12.30-13.30 - Lunch

SESSION 3: Access to Expertise

13.30 - 14.45 Sub topics: How to eliminate backlog and enhance efficiency in trial and appellate
courts. Managing litigants in person. Comparing the use of perties’ and court experts,
court assessors and specialist tribunals. The use of expert evidence, resolving conflicts
Chair: Chief Justice Injia

Speaker: Chief Justice Ma Commentator: Justice | IR

Discussion

14.45—15.05 Afternoon Tea

SESSION 4: Alternative Dispute Resolution

15.05—16.20 Sub topics: Promoting mediation at an appellate level. Alternative dispute resolution in
trial courts.
Chair: Chief Justice Sinha

; . Speaker: Vice President Commentator: Chief Justice Ingram
Discussion P - g

Formal Gala D:nner
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Conference Day Two

SESSION 5: Administrative Controls

05.00-10,15  Sub topics: Court control of budget, staff, and security, particularly focussing on
administrative issues around conducting terrorist trials
Chair: Chief Justice Shrestha
Speaker: Chief Justice Menon Commentator: Judge-

Discussion

10.15-10.35 Morning Tea

SESSION 6: Commerce & Comity

10.35~11.50 Sub topics: Mutual recognition of judgments, racognising international arbitrations. The
application of foreign law
Chair: Chief Justice Sapolu

Speaker: Chief Justice Allsop Commentator: Chief Justice Menon

Discussion

11.50-12.50  Lunch

12.50— 13.15 Travel to Sydney University

1315-12335  Refreshments
SESSION 7: Developing Better Judicial Education

13.35—14.55 Sub topics: Understanding rechn?logy !_oiimprove personal Eﬁciﬁ:ncy and court
performance. Methods of improving judicial education and establishing distance
education. How to train/educate judges without interfering with their independence.
Identifying available resources, interactive teaching.

Chair: Chief Judge -

Speaker: NSW Judicial Commission), - (University of
Discussion Sydney), [N (For the Record), Judge

ise & Dinner
Syiiey H

Hovse

s

SESSION 8: Cultural Issues and Equality

09.00—10.15 Sub topics: Unconscious bias, addressing race, gender and-diversity awareness within
the judiciary. Handling such issues in the courtroom
Chair: Chief Justice Torres

Speaker:Chief Justice Mogoeng ~ Commentator: Justice_

Discussion
10.15—-20.35 Morning Tea

SESSION g: Ongoing regional interaction- the APJRF model

10.35-11.50 Sub topics: Different ways to promote ongoing regional interaction, particularly with

regard to the Asia Pacific Judicial Reform Forum.
Chair: Justice
Speaker: Justice |} Commentator: Chief Justice Warren

Closing Session

11.50~-12.15 Closing remarks: The Hon R S French AC (Host), The Hon T F Bathurst AC (Co-
host & Chairman of Judicial Section of LawAsia) and The Hon ltsuro Terada Chief
Justice of Japan.

At the end of the Conference all Chief lustices are invited to attend lunch and the Judicial Section of the
LawAsia Conference which will be held at the Hilton Hotel Sydney.
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Participating Countries

Australia - Chief Justice French AC

Bangladesh - Chief Justice Surendra Kumar Sinha



’ Brunei Darussalam - Chief Justice Dato Kifrawi Kifli

Fiji - Justice |

French Polynesia - Premier Président Régis Vouaux-
Massel

Guam - Chief Justice Robert Torres

Hong Kong - Chief Justice Geoffrey Ma
India - Chief Justice Handyala Lakshmi Dattu
Indonesia - ||| G

Japan - Chief Justice ltsuro Terada

Kiribati - Chief Justice Sir John Muria

Korea - Justice_
Macau SAR, PRC - Justice||| | G TG_

Malaysia - Chief Justice Tun Arifin Zakaria
Marshall Islands - Chief Justice Carl Ingram
Myanmar - Chief Justice Htun Htun Oo
Nepal - Chief Justice Kalyan Shrestha
Palau - Chief Justice Arthur Ngiraklsong

Papua New Guinea - Chief Justice Sir Salamo Injia

People's Republic of China - —

Philippines - Chief Justice Maria Lourdes Sereno

Qatar - Judge [N



Republic of South Africa - Chief Justice Mogoeng
Mogoeng

Russia - Chief Justice Vyacheslav Lebedev
Samoa - Chief Justice Patu Falefatu Sapolu
Singapore - Chief Justice Sundaresh Menon

Solomon Islands - Chief Justice Sir Albert Palmer

Thailand - Justice |
Timor-Leste - Judge [ AR NN
United States of America - Chief Judge-

Vanuatu - Chief Justice Vincent Lunabek

Vietnam - Deputy Chief Justice Thuy Hien
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Closing Statement
16th Conference of Chief Justices of Asia and the Pacific

Chief Justices,
Your Honours
Ladies and Gentlemen

It has been a great pleasure for me to attend the sessions of
the 16th Conference and to discuss various subjects with my
distinguished colleagues of the highest courts in the Asia Pacific
region. Indeed I am very much honoured to have been given this
opportunity to address all of you at this closing session.

Let me begin by expressing our most sincere gratitude to the
Honorable Robert French, Chief Justice of Australia and the
Honorable Tom Bathurst, Chief Justice of New South Wales and
Chairman of the Judicial Section for having hosted this
Conference and for devoting so much effort to ensuring its success.
The organization was definitely perfect and the outcome of the
discussions was invaluable. To every participant of the
Conference, this year must be one of the most memorable in its
30-year history.

As all of you know, this year celebrates the 800th anniversary
of Magna Carta, which set a foundation for the concept of the
modern rule of law. Considering the long period Britain
experienced since the promulgation of Magna Carta, the history
of this Conference, by comparison, is far shorter. However, during
the last 30 years, the growth of the economy in the region as well
as the development and transfiguration of the respective societies
have become so evident in this region that, correspondingly, the
demand for fairness and impartiality among the people has
become that much clearer. Of late, people in this region now show
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a more appreciable interest in the rule of law and the efficiency of
justice than ever before.

The situation has changed quickly. Issues based on or closely
related to the rule of law, such as the independence of the .
judiciary, judicial ethics and education, and relations between the
courts and the public are now common subjects of discussion in
every bar association in this region, although the circumstances
surrounding the judiciary or legal societies vary from country to
country. Therefore I appreciate the efforts being made by the
Conference to gain a mutual understanding of the differing
situations of the rule of law in the region, and hope that these
efforts will be continued in the future.

Another major topic which recently has been drawing more
and more attention from the participants seems to be access to
justice and effective use of expertise in the courts. Rapid advances
in information and communication technologies as well as
marked changes in the social structures have presumably been
accelerating this trend in recent years. Many countries already
started their justice system reform in the last century to adjust
themselves to this trend, and J apan is no exception. Our justice
system reform ranged from new civil court proceedings to improve
and expedite civil trials dealing with cases which require
expertise and the introduction of ‘a new labor dispute resolution
system to the establishment of the Intellectual Property High
Court. It is probably far too early to accurately evaluate this
reform, but so far the new systems seem to be welcomed by the
general public. Having said that, other countries may have
implemented a wider range of reforms, and therefore, it would be
useful for us to have the opportunity to continue to exchange our
own experiences of justice system or judicial reform in the future.

It has been a truly wonderful week for us to get together in
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Sydney and to share our views on various legal matters. To me,
this session is a good opportunity for me myself to reflect on the
legal developments in my own country. I believe you will join me
in appreciating all the programs of this session and to take this
session to be a most stimulating one. Once again, we are grateful
to all the staff who worked so hard on organizing this session.

Before concluding this speech, I would like to add one more
thing. I am proud and honoured to announce that the 17th
Conference of Chief Justices of Asia and the Pacific in 2017 will be
held in Tokyo. We will do our best to add something to the
tradition of the Conference and to make the next session an
attractive event for every participant from the region.

We are looking forward to seeing all of you again in Tokyo.
Thank you very much.



