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Novel Coronavirus (2019-nCoV)

On 31 December 2019, WHO was alerted to several cases of pneumonia in

Wuhan City, Hubei Province of China. The virus did not match any other
known virus. This raised concern because when a virus is new, we do not
know how it affects people.
One week later, on 7 January, Chinese authorities confirmed that they had
identified a new virus. The new virus is a coronavirus, which is a family
of viruses that include the common cold, and viruses such as SARS and
MERS. This new virus was temporarily named “2019-nCoV.”
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Novel Coronavirus — China

Disease outbreak news : Update

12 January 2020

On 11 and 12 January 2020, WHO received further detailed information from
the National Health Commission about the outbreak.

(%)
According to information conveyed to WHO by Chinese authorities on 11 and
12 January, 41 cases with novel coronavirus infection have been
preliminarily diagnosed in Wuhan City. Of the 41 cases reported, seven are
- 5




severely ill. This is when the one death, mentioned above, was reported, in
a patient with other underlying health conditions. Six patients have been
discharged from hospital. Symptom onset of the 41 confirmed nCoV cases

ranges from 8 December 2019 to 2 January 2020. No additional cases have
been detected since 3 January 2020.
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